forest news

Dear Guiding friends,
This is my last Forest newsletter as County Commissioner. The role has provided
me with so many opportunities and some challenges. My whole Guiding life, like
yours, is full of unforgettable moments. Recent ones for me include the royal visit
to Pettyoool and drinking mocktails with some very excited and enthusiastic
Rainbows, joining a virtual campfire,
Thinking day on-air and sharing the celebration with guiding sisters all over the
world. Also being privileged to recognise members’ massive achievements, at all
levels, by presenting various awards.
I hope by now, those of you who are eligible, will have received your long-service
awards by post. We had hoped to have an awards evening, but COVID got in the
way. We have listed the leaders and advisors who have been recognised for their
long service. The virtual means of presentation doesn’t take away from the
massive commitment that all of you show. The collective years of service across
these awards amount to 2,380 years of service, WOW that is incredible. So even
though I couldn’t shake your hand, please accept the county’s thanks for your
dedicated service, especially over the last year of the COVID pandemic.
I know that there are further memorable moments in my Guiding life still
to come. I will still be very much active in Guiding, but need to balance my time
with the ever increasing demands of my work role and family dependencies.
I look forward to seeing many of you in the future. My thanks to the executive and
senior leadership teams for their support during my tenure. Special thanks to
Steph and Cynthia for their advice and unwavering commitment to our county.
I am highly confident that the incoming county team’s input, which is already
very evident and well-placed, will move the county in the right direction for all of
us. I wish them and all of you the very best in your Guiding endeavours, keep well
and safe.
I will end with a short quote from Mark Twain, which sums things up for me:
'With courage you will dare to take risks, have the strength to be compassionate,
and the wisdom to be humble. Courage is the foundation of integrity’.
Yours in Guiding

KAREN FORSTER, OUTGOING COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Hello,
I never thought, at the age of 7 when I joined brownies (or back in September
actually) that I would find myself writing to a County in the role of County
Commissioner, but it looks like that is just what I am doing. It took me a long
time to agree to take on the role, including long and heartfelt chats with some
people in County and outside of the County, that I have the utmost respect for,
(Karen and Steph included), before I agreed to take on the role.
This last year has been a particularly challenging one, that Karen and her County
team have done their best to weather. If ensuring that the County was compliant
with regards to Safe Space and 1st Response requirements by the end of 2020
was not hard enough, they then had the dreaded Covid and everything that
brought to the table (Risk Assessments, Tiering Systems, Blended Guiding and
the like) to contend with. I for one am extremely grateful for all the teams hard
work, support and guidance with regards to these massive issues.
I want to thank Karen, for all that she has done to lead the County over the last
couple of years. There were the lovely things that Karen has spoken of in her
letter, but also the challenges of what 2020 has delivered, that she didn’t. I know
that Karen and the team have done their best to keep the County moving
forward and I hope she can take that well earned rest and focus on her family
and work for a little while. I am however looking forward to seeing her at future
County events, and I know she will be there to provide support and advice should
me and the newest members of the County team need it.
Thanks must also go to Steph Kemp, for the support that she has provided to
Karen in her role as Assistant County Commissioner. Steph has agreed to stay on
in the role, until my new team has carried out a County wide review and which
we will be looking for your support with in January. This will help us to structure
the County to enable the support networks to be put in place for all our fantastic
volunteers (you) to ensure that all of the girls and young women in our care can
experience the best possible guiding opportunities. I hope that you will help us
with this when we get in contact in January.
As I said in my initial introductory message, I have been joined on the County
team by Charlotte Malley (who has agreed to take over the role of Chair of
Finance), Emma Withington, Jess Burke and Tory Relf. As part of the County
review, we will be establishing areas of responsibility and these will be shared
with you when the process is completed. They will also be introducing
themselves is future editions of Forest News or the monthly County updates. We

all look forward to helping to lead the County as it moves forward, into a year that
we hope might bring back guiding to some semblance of what we have known.
I would like to thank each and every one of you that has continued to be part of
Girlguiding and do whatever you have been able to communicate with the girls
and keep units running / functioning where possible. It has been. a year like no
other and we all deserve to be kind to ourselves and be appreciated for what we
have achieved.
I know that some of you will be reading this for the last time as a member of
Girlguiding as you have chosen not to complete the relevant Safe Space training
required for your role. I am so sorry that you are leaving us but thank you for all
that you have done for the girls and young women across Cheshire Forest, during
your time with the Association. Leaders and volunteers impact on peoples’ lives
and I am sure that those youngsters who had the benefit of knowing you will
always remember that.
Finally, the County Questionnaire will be issued following the County Executive
meeting on the 11th January. Please do look out for information about it, take part
and provide us with your thoughts. Without your input, we will be preparing a
County Strategy and structure based on what we think is required rather than on
what people think and want.
Thanks again for all you have done and continue to do in our County. I look
forward to meeting or engaging with many of you in the coming weeks and
months.
Yours in Guiding,
Nikki

NIKKI BARKER, COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Dear all,
I should like to extend a warm welcome to Nicky Barker, our new County
Commissioner and her four assistants – Jessica Burke, Charlotte Malley, Tory Relf
and Emma Worthington.
I know that we are in for some dynamic leadership and ideas from Nicky. She is
no stranger to our County Team, having been on the County Committee as
Division Commissioner for Weaver, during which time she made some very
valuable contributions to discussions, not being afraid to give her opinions or her
ideas. I know that she will provide inspirational leadership to take our County
forward into the future, supported by her team, for whom she will be an excellent
role model.
Nicky is a visionary and committed leader who believes strongly in the ethos of
Guiding, for which she is an excellent ambassador. Forward thinking and with a
good sense of humour, Nicky will be an enthusiastic leader who will be prepared
to tackle problems head on. During this time of restricted meetings she and her
team will be able to plan together for the future in line with current Guiding
principles.
Their variety of Guiding experience and work experience will help to provide
them with pointers to the way ahead. We owe a big ‘thank you’ to Karen Forster,
our outgoing County Commissioner and Steph Kemp, our Assistant County
Commissioner for all they have done for our County over the past 18 months.
They have kept the County on track and Steph has provided countless First
Response Trainings to many of our members during a very difficult time for all of
us. They both deserve a very well earned rest and some time to enjoy with their
respective families.
The past months have not been easy, but trying to guide the County toward an
uncertain future with positivity has been particularly difficult. Both of them have
continued to work in their very demanding full time jobs, but they have worked
cheerfully and tirelessly in leading our County. Thank you Karen and Steph for
encouraging our members to take part in Guiding activities. Thank you both for
all you have done for us and your invaluable contribution to the life of our County.
Now we have the benefit of five lively minds which will help to alleviate the onus
of this responsibility. I urge you all to give them your loyal support.

CYNTHIA GENT, COUNTY PRESIDENT

JANANTICS
29TH - 31ST JAN 202

3RD FRODSHAM BROWNIES ENJOYING MICROWAVE MUG CAKES

3rd Frodsham Brownies
hosted their first ever
online Promise last month.
The event coincided with
Brown Owl Nikki's birthday
so they celebrated by
making and enjoying
microwave mug cakes!

3RD FRODSHAM BROWNIES MAKING THEIR PROMISE ONLINE

The syllabus has now changed
and can be delivered as a 6-hour
training course OR as three 2hour sessions online.
Plus, an E-learning module about
forms etc and finally the face-toface practical module.
As from January 2021 Girlguiding
will be removing the option of the
2-hour refresher training. The full
course will need to be completed
every 3 years. This includes the
following modules:
Life support
Trauma & injury
Major illness

DATES
27th & 28th Feb 2021
Part 1 - Sat 27th Feb, 10am - 12pm
Part 2 - Sun 28th Feb, 10am - 12pm
Part 3 - Sun 28th Feb 2pm - 4pm
20th & 21st March 2021
Part 1 - Sat 20th March, 10am - 12pm
Part 2 - Sun 21st March, 10am - 12pm
Part 3 - Sun 21st March, 2pm - 4pm
BOOKING INFORMATION
Contact Steph Kemp
firstresponse@cheshireforest.org.uk
to book a place leaving your
name, membership number and unit.

PEDAL FOR PUDSY
A huge well done to Elizabeth Weeks from 22nd
Warrington Brownies.
She took on the Act Your Age challenge with
Girlguiding and Children in Need, riding around
Whittle Hall eight times - the equivalent of over
11 miles!
Elizabeth's brilliant efforts have raised more than
£200 for both charities.You can still sponsor
Elizabeth via the website below.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hayley-weeks4

